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A CAUSAL ANALYSIS OF WOMAN'S POWER IN THE
RURAL FAMILY IN GHARBIA GOVERNORATE
Abd.Ella, M. M.; Neveen M.G.lbrahim and Hoda M . El-ethy

* Rural Sociology, Faculty of Agriculture Tanta University
** Rural Sociology, Faculty of Home Economices Al-Azhar University

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to build and test a causal model of woman's power

in the rural family. Gharbia governorate was chosen as a site for the study . A

multistage cluster sample of four villages was drawn . A systematic sample of

400 married women was drawn from the sample villages proportional to size

.Data were collected by personal interviews between trained female

interviewers and sample women in their homes . collected data were coded

and analyzed

A causal model composed of ten variables was proposed. The
proposed causal model contained the six external variables of age at
marriage, educational level , age difference between spouses , family type,
duration of marriage, and family size. In addition the model contained the four
internal variables of level of living , mass media exposure , kinship contact

,and woman's social power in the family; in that order

The main findings of the study could be summarized as fallows

1- The causal model explained 7.4% , 14.1% ,5.8% and 6.5% of the variance
in level of living , mass media exposure , kinship contact , and woman's
social power in the family; respectively.

2- The four variables of age at marriage, duration of marriage , mass media
exposure, and kinship contact had neither direct nor indirect causal effect
on woman's social power in the family

3- The variables of education level and age difference between spouses had
only indirect causal effect on woman's social power in the family .

4- The two a variables of family size , and level of living had only direct
causal effect on woman's social power in the family .
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